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TRAIN STOP, MECKERING 
Grievance 

MR GRYLLS (Merredin) [9.45 am]:  My grievance is far simpler than the previous grievance.  The member for 
Perth talked about world-class facilities for the arts in central Perth.  I simply want a train to stop in Meckering.  
The discontinuation of the Prospector service to Meckering is causing great concern in that small wheatbelt 
town.  The coalition Government made a commitment to upgrade the station to a standard similar to that enjoyed 
in other small country towns along the line.  A country station is a platform with a small bus shelter-type 
structure to stop rain falling on pensioners while they are waiting for the train. 

Several members interjected.  

Mr GRYLLS:  There is no problem with the train; it goes through every day.  The problem is that it will not stop.   

Mr Murray:  There is a message there.   

Mr GRYLLS:  There is.  Safety concerns about the existing facility were raised when residents lobbied for a new 
station for Meckering.  Access to the platform is hindered when freight trains are loading at the Meckering CBH 
terminal.  Discussions took place and the stakeholders believed that a new station was being planned.  A letter 
from Westrail dated 22 November 2000 stated that facilities at Meckering and Merredin were expected to be the 
first to receive attention on the eastern goldfields line.  The stations were to be completed in 2001.  The change 
in government brought a change in policy.  By 17 September 2001, the local shire council received 
correspondence to the effect that it was uneconomic to build a new platform at Meckering.  The scary thing for 
country people is that the term “uneconomic” spells disaster for country towns.  It does not appear to be a major 
factor in decision making about metropolitan transport infrastructure.  By late November 2001, Meckering had 
been informed that its train station would be closed until a risk assessment could be undertaken.   

Since then, both the shire council and I have been in regular contact that the Western Australian Government 
Railways Commission lobbying for the Prospector service to Meckering to be reinstated.  I must admit that I 
have been very disappointed with the WAGRC.  It was very concerned about and proactive in closing the 
station, but it appears that the matter has been put in the too-hard basket.  Requests for an appointment for a 
delegation to meet with the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure have not been answered and the Meckering 
community feels that its concerns are being ignored.   

The reason for my grievance today is to get some answers to take back to the Meckering community.  I 
understand that the risk assessment was completed some time ago and that it is in the minister’s office awaiting a 
decision.  The WAGRC has informed me that bus services are available to the town.  However, Meckering 
residents inform me that the timetable does not allow them to access the bus service.  Will the minister address 
the option of moving the station to the Dowerin Road and providing a simple station, such as that provided at 
Doodlakine?  That is the crux of the matter.  The people of Meckering have to travel 60 kilometres to catch the 
train, but the residents of Doodlakine - which is a much smaller town - have the Prospector stopping on their 
doorstep every day, despite the fact that it has no station.  It simply has a sign on a post indicating that it is 
Doodlakine.  I am sure that when the train stops passengers are required to jump to the ground.  The people of 
Meckering have been told that the same arrangement is not possible in their town.   

In the minister’s correspondence of 28 November 2001, she states that a location near the Dowerin Road would 
involve significant cost due to signalling work.  I would like the minister to explain this because I understand 
that a platform cannot be located within 600 metres of a crossing with lights.  

Ms MacTiernan:  I would have to check that; unfortunately, the Westrail person is not here.   

Mr GRYLLS:  All the reasons given for not locating the Meckering platform close to the Dowerin Road seem to 
be contradicted by the location of the stations up the line.  I want to take back to the people of Meckering the 
minister’s answer on why the stations up the line can have that, and we cannot.   

MS MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.50 am]:  I understand that the 
community of Meckering is not happy that the rail station was closed.  However, the community of Meckering 
had for some time been complaining that the current location of the station was not satisfactory or safe; and, 
presumably, they complained for the eight years in which the member’s predecessor was the Deputy Premier.  
The cost of moving the station to the community’s preferred location would be around $400 000.   

Mr Grylls:  Why is that?   

Ms MacTIERNAN:  I have been advised this is because of the signalling costs.  
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Mr Grylls:  What would that $400 000 buy, when there is already a crossing over the Dowerin Road and lights 
there that indicate when a train is crossing?  All we are saying is that we want a small platform located in that 
vicinity.   

Ms MacTIERNAN:  This is a very busy line and involves a growing amount of freight traffic.  We can get a cost 
analysis.  However, what we have been persistently told - presumably, it was also told to the previous 
Government - is that the cost of building the station in the location that is sought by the council is $400 000.  I 
am advised that the only cost-effective and suitable site for a relocation of the Meckering station is two 
kilometres east of the town, which is no better than the current location; and even that site would cost 
somewhere in the order of $250 000.   

I appreciate that this is a difficult issue, and that the people of Meckering will not be happy about this.  However, 
the Government is constantly called upon to make difficult decisions about the allocation of resources.  The 
reality is that 130 people a year use that train station, and the number is falling.  I have to make the difficult 
decision as to whether we can justify expending somewhere in the order of a minimum of $200 000 or $400 000 
to reopen that station.  We need to take into account that there are alternatives to that station.   

Mr Grylls:  That is not what the people of Meckering are after.  They are not after a $200 000 or $400 000 
platform.  Are you saying that the only option for another service is to build that new station?   

Ms MacTIERNAN:  The advice that we have received is that both the locations that have been mooted by the 
community for the existing station and the relocated station require investments of that order.  We cannot allow 
the current station to remain in operation because it is fundamentally unsafe.  Until the previous Government 
sold Western Australian Government Railways freight business and the management of the tracks, we were able 
to control traffic on that line.  WAGR was able to hold the freight trains back at the time the passenger train 
came through.  We no longer have that sort of control over the track.  Last year or the year before there was a 
near miss with a pedestrian on that line because of the interaction of the freight trains and the passenger trains.  I 
understand the report that has been commissioned basically says that it is unacceptable to reopen the station; that 
there is a very high order of risk that we cannot tolerate.   

The question is whether we can justify building a new station.  My assessment at this point is that we cannot.  
We want to put money into two other stations in the member’s electorate.  Cunderdin is only a 15-minute drive 
from Meckering and basically requires an upgrade of $80 000.  That will enable us to bring it up to disability 
standards and that is important because federal legislation requires that certain disability standards are met.  We 
believe that we can spend that money on Cunderdin far more profitably and to the benefit of the greater 
community.  We also are proposing to spend a considerable amount of money upgrading the station at Merredin.  
Again, both of these stations are patronised by vastly greater numbers than the numbers currently using 
Meckering station.  It is unfortunate.  However, there is no evidence to suggest that these numbers will change, 
and the indication is otherwise.  It appears that the number of people who are using the station is declining 
rapidly.  We ask people to either use the bus service or drive to the Cunderdin station, which is a 15-minute drive 
away.   
 


